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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 COME-OO EUR-12 /035 W 

011814 211648Z/72 

R 211300Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1890 

UNCLAS KINGSTON 4931 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, JM 

SUBJECT: TOURISM REVIVES IN JAMAICA 


1 . MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, P.J. PATTERSON HAS TOLD 
PARLIAMENT THAT FOR THE FIRST FIVE MONTHS OF THIS YEAR, 

THE NUMBER OF STOP-OVER TOURISTS HAS INCREASED BY 42 
PERCENT OVER THE SAME PERIOD FOR 1977. MR. PATTERSON 

WHOSE PORTFOLIO INCLUDES RESPONSIBILITY FOR TOURISM WAS GIVING 
A REVIEW OF HIS MINISTRY'S PERFORMANCE DURING THE CURRENT 
BUDGET DEBATE. HE SAID THAT FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY TO 
MAY 1978 THE NUMBER OF STOP-OVER VISITORS TOTALLED 183,000. 

THE MONTHLY BREAKDOWN WAS 41,000 IN JANUARY; 42,000 IN 
FEBRUARY, 48,000 FOR MARCH, 31,000 DURING APRIL AND 
21,000 IN MAY. 

2. MR. PATTERSON STATED THAT THE PATTERN OF INCREASE 
WAS A CONTINUING TREND STARTED IN AUGUST LAST YEAR AND 
WAS DUE TO A NEW AGGRESSIVE MARKETING POLICY BY THE JAMAICA 
TOURIST BOARD (INCLUDING HEAVY PROMOTION OF LESS EXPENSIVE 
PACKAGE DEALS IN THE U.S. AND CANADIAN MARKETS). THERE 

WAS ALSO MORE FAVORABLE ATTITUDE TO TOURISM BOTH LOCALLY 
AND OVERSEAS. THE FIGURES SHOW A WELCOME MOVE OUT OF THE 
TWO-YEAR SLUMP WHICH PLAGUED THE LOCAL INDUSTRY BETWEEN 
1975 AND 1977. 


3. FOLLOWING THE LAST PEAK YEAR OF 1974 WHEN A TOTAL 
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OF 406,902 STOP-OVER TOURISTS ARRIVED, THE NUMBER OF VISITORS 
DECLINED. THIS STEMMED FROM THE WORLDWIDE RECESSION 
AND INTERNATIONAL PUBLICITY ABOUT JAMAICA'S POLITICAL 
IDEOLOGY DEBATE AND AN URSURGE IN THE CRIME RATE ESPECIALLY 
IN SOME PARTS OF KINGSTON. 


4. DESPITE THE FAVOURABLE TREND IN VISITOR INCREASE, 
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FIVE HOTELS IN THE MONTEGO BAY AREA ARE CLOSING DOWN, 

ALTHOUGH SOME OF THESE ARE IUST TEMPORARY CLOSURES DURING 
THE SUMMER OFF-SEASON FOR REFURBISHING PURPOSES. 

IRVING 
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